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1571. In Barcelona, they settled a long-standing dispute
between the government and the cathedral chapter; for
Padre Francisco was ever a peacemaker. In the province
of Cataluna, which was not unmindful of him v/ho had
been its viceroy, the ambassadors were received with the
highest honour.
The record of this'journey, through the scenes of his
youthful glory, is one of the most pathetic things in human
history. This sinister emaciated phantom shabbily robed
in thread-bare black, whose thin lips bit perpetual pain;
this great and narrow spirit with eyes tardy and grave,
furtively, drowsily, reluctantly, regarding earthly things,
having seen the heavenly; this mendicant, whose com-
panion was a prince of the church sumptuous in ermine
and vermilion,—he was no stranger in Cataluna, where
aforetime as marquess, duke, and imperial viceroy he had
exercised despotic and sovereign rule. Now he thought no
place low enough, foul enough, for his deserts. He was in,
but not of, the world.
At Valencia, his children and his grandchildren knelt to
kiss his way-worn feet. They prayed him to visit his duchy
of Gandia. He refused. He was no longer of the world.
He preached for the last time in the cathedral of Valen-
cia—Valencia the shrine of the House of Borgia. Here, a
century and a half earlier, Canon Alonso de Borja had
been raised to the bishopric. The Bishop of Valencia
became cardinal. The Cardinal of Valencia became the
strenuous Lord Calixtus P.P. III. From Xativa by Valen-
cia sprang Don Rodrigo de Langol y Borja, Bishop of
Valencia, Cardinal of Valencia, the magnificent invincible
Lord Alexander P.P. VI. That splendid Don Cesare
(detto Borgia) also was Bishop of Valencia and Cardinal,
before he renounced the*purple for the French duchy of
Valentinois, Three huge personalities had borne tlie name
that now was represented by this obscure wan figure whose
voice, whose magic pleading fading, voice, thrilled in the

